Dear Margaret de Vos Van Steenwijk, dear panelists, deal guests,

Today, we are here to discuss about human rights, about woman rights, about gender equality, about better society, about the Istanbul Convention.

I want to start by telling two short stories:

Ana for several years has been subject of continued threats and intrusions from her former boy

- friend. Her boyfriend’s behavior had caused her extreme stress and anxiety. However, she lives in

a country were stalking was not criminalized and when she went to the police, she was not taken

seriously. 

Amina is an immigrant. She is a victim of domestic violence, but she is afraid to leave her household as her residence status depends on that of her husband. She is afraid that if she leaves him, she will lose her residence status. 

Any of us can be these women. Many of us are these women. According to the FRA survey, violence against women and girls is widespread, for example:

• one in three women in the EU has experienced physical and/or sexual violence since the age of 15;

• 75 % of women in qualified professions or in top management have experienced sexual harassment;

• one in twenty women has been raped;

• one in ten women has experienced sexual harassment or stalking through new technologies; and

• women with disabilities are in a particularly disadvantaged position, prevalence of various forms of violence against women with a health problem or disabilities is more than 10 percentage points higher than for women without a health problem or disabilities. 

We all deserve and can do better than this. I, the woman, have a right to be safe, to live without fear, to be a equal member of society, to have the opportunity to contribute equally in the society, and not be a victim of discrimination and violence only because they are a women. And we can all achieve this if break the conspiracy of silence about the problem of violence against women.

There is no magic wand to achieve gender equality and stop violence against women. This requires comprehensive action from all stakeholders, underpinned by overarching frame for brining change. I firmly believe that this overarching framework is materialized in the Istanbul Convention, which has the prevention, protection, prosecution, monitoring, as main pillars. 

- The prevention aims to raise the awareness through targeted campaigns and education at all level

protection of victims 

- Protection is extended to all women, without discrimination, no matter of gender, race, color, language, religion, political opinion, origin, property, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, disability, martial status, migrant or refugee status or other status.

- prosecution is a very important element in this puzzle as it ensures that the violence against women is a crime, protecting and supporting child witnesses. This convention recognizes and makes a differences between a discrimination, violence and criminal act and gives a law frame for prosecution of every kind of violence. 

- last but not the least, the convention sets the frame for close monitoring of all process of implementation.

So, in the case of Ana Following the ratification of the Convention by her country, stalking is now a crime. Police and public authorities better understand what is at stake, as they have been trained and know how to respond adequately to such situations. Ana now lives a life free from fear.

Under the Convention, Amina will be able to have her own residence permit if the relationship ends, because she is a victim of domestic violence. This way she does not have to endure violence to keep her right to reside in her host country. 
But not only in this two case, Istanbul Convention is most comprehensive document and providing framework for tackling the problems with violence against a women. IC recognizes violence against women as structural violence – violence that is used to sustain male power and control. IC recognizes violence against women as a human rights violation. Most of the governments in the world agree that the respect of the human rights is basic condition for a successful society. Most of the governments in the world, also, are agree that women rights are conditions for successful society. We can not speak about women rights until exist violence against a women. For that, I am  join in support  to the initiative on IL for internationalizing Istanbul Convention. 

For me, the right question is not “why we should ratified this Convention”. The real question for all governments should be “is there a rational excuse why you should not ratify this Convention?”

It is time to take action towards making the world a better place by elevating the condition of life for half its population. It is time to make the world a place where human rights are not privilege, but reality. Let's internationalize the Istanbul Convention.

