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Report on the executive meeting of LI  in the Hague 2025 

 

The 209th 
executive 
committee 
meeting was 
held in The 
Hague, The 
Netherlands 
November 21-
23 2025.  Before the official start there was a 
meeting of the LI bureau where our president 
was attending as LI Non-Executive Vice 

President. Here are some of the highlights and outcomes that marked this 209th Executive 
Committee meeting.  

Some 48 countries were present and 170 
representatives to attend the meeting. Karl-Heinz 
Paqué, president of Liberal International, gave us a 

warm 
welcome in 
the Hague, 
the city of 
justice and 

international law.  

For some of us it had already started with the Liberal 
Forum partnership days. At the closure we heard an 

inspiring speech of Malik Azmani, member of the European Parliament and also Alva Finn, 
executive Director of European Liberal Forum. Is was nice to meet them both.  

 

VVD leader Dilan Yeşilgöz, 
party leader of the 
People’s Party for Freedom 
and Democracy (VVD) was 
one of the other guests 
during the meeting the 
next day. In her speech 
she told us that she 
believes that European countries should collectively take more 
responsibility for our security and defend our freedom much more 
effectively. Yeşilgöz: “For years, we relied on others for our security 
and acted as if our freedom was self-evident. Those days are over. 
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This was a naive attitude that, frankly, was too 
complacent in recent years and is now simply 
unacceptable.”   

The congress takes place during a special 
week, when the Senate and House of 
Representatives met for the first time since the 
beginning of the war in 1945. 

Yeşilgöz expressed her gratitude to those who 
fought for our freedom while simultaneously warning that, eighty years after the Second World 
War, that freedom is once again under pressure. "The war in Ukraine shows how quickly freedom 
can be attacked, how the existence of a sovereign country is threatened, and how the lives of 
millions of people can suddenly be endangered. 

Yeşilgöz warned of the growing threat of cyber threats, terrorism, extremism, and geopolitical 
tensions. "They not only affect our physical security, they also undermine our liberal 

democracies and our way of life." 

“That's why our parties, we as liberals, must take 
the lead. So yes, increase spending on our 
security—after all, without security, you have 
nothing—but do it wisely. Do that through a more 
efficient, smarter, and more compact 
government. A strong defense is funded by a 
strong, growing economy. And a strong economy 

is driven by entrepreneurs who are given the freedom to operate, not by a government that 
suffocates them”. 

She ended with the statement: “We must combine realism with freedom and understand that 
freedom is not something to be taken for granted. That a strong defense and a strong economy 
are two sides of the same coin. That the foundations of our open society and free life must be 
defended every day”.  

 

During the meeting at the gala dinner, held 
in the Spanish Court, the Prize for freedom 
2024 was awarded to Victoria Ingabire 
Umuhoza, a human rights defender and 
politician who was unable to be present as 
she is held in prison again in Rwanda since 

June 2025. Her 3 children were present to accept the 
Prize for her.  

It was impressing to see her children and the way they 
gave us insight in the huge difficulties and hardships 
their mother is having, with at the moment no 
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prospect of release from prison. Her husband who is seriously ill is living in the Hague but she is 
not allowed to visit him. Again it was stressed that prisoners must not be forgotten, LI will start a 
commission to pay attention to just that.  

 

On the Sunday morning INLW, IFLRY and AHLN had an event 
about 25 years of the Women,  Peace and Security Agenda, the 
1325 resolution of the UN. Our president, Khadija Oum Bachair 
El Morabit gave an invigorating speech. The session was closed 
by Myrna Mnolmneh, president of AHLN.  

 Myrna recommended together with all other participant of the 
panel, such as Astrid Thors, deputy president Liberal 
International, Hania Knio, president IFLRY, Judith Pallares 
secretary general of the Andorran institute of women and also 
treasurer of INLW and Tirza Drent, secretary general of IFLRY.  

We demand that all States and relevant bodies: 

*           Guarantee PARITY by 2030 in all peace negotiations, mediation teams, and post-
conflict governance structures. 

*           Allocate a minimum of 15% of peace and security funding to gender equality and 
women’s empowerment, as committed in global frameworks. 

*           Create NEW binding 
accountability mechanisms with annual public 
reporting on progress, in line with GR 40’s 
requirements. 

*           Protect women human rights 
defenders and peacebuilders from threats, 
reprisals, and gender-based violence. 

*           Ensure women’s EQUAL 
participation in all disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration (DDR) processes, as well as 
security and defense sector reforms. 

It was an interesting session in which all members who were there could participate in the 
discussions in smaller groups. That gave them the opportunity to let there voices be heard and 
added to the final results and statement.  

 

At the end of the meeting voting was done 
about  the resolutions such as: defending 
Democracy and the Global Order: a 
Resolution of support for Taiwan’s resilience 
and international participation;  also 
Cambodia’ s Peace, Sovereignty and 
democratic future; and Economic Justice 
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and the Preservation of Liberal Democracy. We voted for new LI members too. 

Next year the Liberal Congress will be held in South-East Asia again sometime in November 
2026.   

For now INLW will start getting ready for CSW (Commission on the Status of Women) in March 
2026 in New York.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


